
Our Mission: To Restore and Maintain 

the Health of the Little Rock Lake
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Little Rock Lake Association
Introductions

Partners/Sponsors:LRLA Board of Directors
(2017-2018) 

President: Kellie Gallagher
Vice President:  Mary Kivi
Secretary: Kelly Gallagher/Pat 
Treasurer: Frank Hard
Director Communications: Bryan 
Wood
Director Membership: Ginny Rueter 
Director: Beverly Gerads
Director: Chuck Rau
Director: Duane Cekalla
Director: Corinne Jacobs
Director: Jason Lage
Director: Alan Klecker
Co-Directors: Robin & Mike Martinson,  
Marvin

MN Department of Natural Resources
Benton County Soil and Water
Eagle Creek Renewable Energy
Rice Area Sportsman Club
LangolaTownship
WatabTownship
Sauk Rapids Sportsman Club
Benton Communications
{ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ [ŜƎƛƻƴ
Sheppard of the Pines
¢ƻǘŀƭƭȅ {ǘƛǘŎƘƛƴΩ
Rumors Bar & Grill
Pines Edge Grocery
Nelson Septic Services
DierkesConcrete
Britzequipment
Many community members



Agenda

ÅAnnual Treasurers Report

ÅStrategy Review

ÅBSWCD Review 

ÅDraw Down: What to expect

ÅBoard Elections
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Tactics

Strategy for 

COS

V BMP Farm projects (BCSW led)

V Lake Draw Down Summer 2018

ÅSCSU 2nd Research Study - 2019

V Consistent Stream Flow & Lake Monitoring

ÅNative Buffer & Rain Garden Programs

V LRLA Membership Drive

ÅDevelopment of Recognition Programs 
(Farmers, Volunteers, Agencies etcΧύ

V Develop sponsorship programs

V Community education and solicit 
additional volunteers

V Education & Outreach Programs 
through County Fairs, Schools, LRLA 
picnic and other venues to be identified 

V Continued Investigation into other 
options to address internal loading of 
PH

Increase 
Communication 

& Education

Increased 
Partnership & 
Membership

Phosphorus 

Reduction

Strategy

LITTLE ROCK LAKE ASSOCIATION
2017-2018 UPDATES

Goals

ÅAchieve & Maintain 
SecchiDepth Level 
of 4 feet or greater

ÅMaintain 75% 
Membership  in 
LRLA
ÅIncrease BOD 

membership to full 
12 directors

ÅProvide LRLA 
visibility at 3 
events/yr



Sponsorship Results: 2018 Draw down
5 Money raised toward BWSR Match

Å Dec 2017 ςBWSR Grant Approved $198,000 with $68,750 
Community Contribution
Å $30,000 Eagle Creek Renewable Energy
ÅϷмлΣллл wƛŎŜ {ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴΩǎ /ƭǳō
Å $10,000 Benton Communications 
ÅϷрΣллл {ŀǳƪ wŀǇƛŘǎ {ǇƻǊǘǎƳŀƴΩǎ /ƭǳō
Å $2,000 LangolaTownship
Å $3,000 WatabTownship
Å $1,000 Go Fund Me
Å $1,000 Carp Contest
Å $500 St. Stephens Legion
Å $500+ Sheppard of the Pines Church
Å $500 Community Donations

Å Sponsorship/Funding Opportunities pending
Å $10,000 East Central Electric Grant
Å Live Auction/Silent Auction
Å Snowmobile Club Raffle

$5,250 left to raise for community match



Partnerships & Outlets

Eagle Creek RenableEnergy: Control water levels, Contribution toward 
community match

AIS Task Force: $25,000 grant for plants

Score Grant:$10,000 awarded for clean up

Boy Scouts & Sauk Rapids Fishing Club:Planting and lake clean up

Totally StitchinΩ Υ T-shirts for boy scouts & Sauk Rapids Fishing Club

Pizza Ranch: Picnic Food

Rice Fire Department: Medical emergency service & T-shirts for Boy Scouts 
& Sauk Rapids Fishing Club

Media & Other Outlets: MPR, Sauk Rapids Herald, MPLS Star & Tribune, AIS 
Summit, FaceBook

Community Members:  Donations for feeding Boy Scouts

Benton County:Use of the Campground and Lake View Center

Farming Community:CƻǊ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ƻƴ .atΩǎ

6



Benton County Soil & 
Water 
Amanda Guertin



Amanda GuertinςWater Plan 
Technician

·Benton County Comprehensive 
Water Management Plan

·Education Outreach

·Foley Outdoor Classroom

·Little Rock Lake Association

·Water Monitoring



Little Rock Lake Watershed Projects
The Little Rock Lake Watershed (LRLW) has a total of 67,650 acres split 
between two counties: Benton (36,030 acres) and Morrison (31,620 
acres)

81 Best Management Practices (BMPs) projects have been installed in 
the LRLW since 2012 (see picture below)
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Note:  There is a total of 81 projects installed or 
in the process.
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Project Type
11 Ag BMPs (Cropland) includes: Cover crop, water diversion, water and sediment 

control basins, grade stabilization, and field terraces

Ag BMPs (Animal) includes: Animal mortality facility and animal waste storage 
(manure pits, rain gutters, waste diversion, vegetated treatment area, fencing, 
and stacking slabs)

Other includes: Wetland restoration, imminent health threat septic 
replacements, and open channel 2 stage ditches
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Upcoming Projects for 2019

Å3 erosion control projects

Å7 animal BMP projects

Å2 prescribed grazing plans
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Total Reductions Annually

The following table shows the estimated annual reductions of 
harmful contaminants with the implementation of these 
projects

Å Note: TSS and soil loss are both measured in tons, phosphorus and 
nitrogen are both measured in pounds (lbs.), and fecal coliform is 
measured in colony forming units (CFU).
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2018 projects are not yet completed so reduction estimates are based off 
similar projects from 2017

Total Reductions                         2017                           2018

Total Suspended Solids (tons) 1814 2172

Soil (tons) 1825 2056

Phosphorus (lbs.) 2340 2710

Nitrogen (lbs.) 4553 5027

Fecal Coliform (CFU)
7.70E+14

(770,000,000,000,000
)

9.28E+14
(928,000,000,000,000

)



MN DNR
Eric Altena



What is in our Lake Bed?

ά{ǳōƳŜǊƎŜŘ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
abundance. Much of it usually present in lakes of cool 
ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŜŀǊ ǿŀǘŜǊέ 

άbǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳŀǊǎƘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƎǊƻǿ ƛƴǘŜǊǎǇŜǊǎŜŘ 
among dominants (Cattail, Iris, Reed, Prairie Cord grass, 
HardstemōǳƭǊǳǎƘύΧΦΦ/ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ŀ Ǌŀƴƪ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƻŦ 
grasses is present around most of the lake, a feature 
ǿƻǊǘƘ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǳŀǘƛƴƎΦέ

Source - 1948 Lake Survey report - Little Rock Lake



What is the problem?

�– Little Rock Lake watershed has changed

�– Was scrub/shrub �² mostly agri and developed now

�– Elevation of water level in 1907

�– Excessive nutrients remain in lake bed

�– Phos > 600 ppb - 2006

�– Normal for area less than 90 ppb


