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                   Meetings are held at Rumors on the 2
nd

 Saturday of the Month, 11 A.M. 

                                    Future Meetings- June 9
th

, July 14
th

 & Aug. 11
th

   
 

Katie Winkelman from Benton County Soil and Water Conservation District (BCSWCD) made a 

presentation at our last meeting and  had the following news:  The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 

approved the Little Rock Lake Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL). This is great progress for the project as it 

opens up a new avenue for funding to assist in the restoration of Little Rock Lake. The next step for the Little 

Rock Lake project is the construction of an Implementation Plan. We plan to produce one Implementation Plan 

for Little Rock Creek impairments and another one for Little Rock Lake impairments. This implementation plan 

will be completed by February 2013. 

 

We are pleased that funds are available to finance a multifaceted effort to clean up LRL and its five 

tributaries. The BCSWCD has allocated $40,000 from Clean Water Legacy Act funds it has received for LRL 

and creeks water quality improvement projects. As you may be aware, the LRLA has also set aside $5,000 for 

the development of buffer strips along the lakes shoreline.  

 

The BCSWCD staff has presented a First Priority Implementation Practice List. This list includes many 

priorities that address the agricultural runoff which is the number one cause of lake pollution. The priorities are 

as follows: Nutrient Management, Cover Crops, Feedlot Projects, Residue and Tillage Management, Filter 

Strips (along streams and wetlands), Irrigation Management, Stream Crossing, Contour Buffer Strips, 

Prescribed Grazing, Lakeshore Native Buffers, Rain Gardens, Water and Sediment Control Basins, Wetland 

Restoration, SSTS Inspection Program and Ongoing Education. 

 

We are currently repairing two buffer strips that were tipped up by the ice this spring. This involves 

raking back sand, removing debris and replanting as needed. So LRLA is not only committed to helping lake 

shore owners plan and plant new buffer strips but also to assisting in the maintenance and repair of existing 

buffers strips. We have one buffer strip being prepared for planting currently and are seeking lakeshore owners 

who are interested in learning more about planning and planting a buffer strip. Please call Guy Spence at        

255-8916 or Maureen Graber at 282-7113. 

 

The annual Pizza Party and T-Shirt Design Contest, hosted by Phyllis Post were held at Rice Elementary 

School on May 24. The fourth grade class members drew colored designs for t-shirts and were treated to pizza 

and a gift certificate for a free meal at Twin Pines. Three winners were chosen and presented with a medal and  

t-shirt bearing their design. Their names will be announced at the annual picnic and t-shirts will be for sale. 

Photos are on the LRLA website. 

 

You are invited to the association’s annual picnic on Saturday, July 7 at Rumors beginning at 11:00 a.m. 

The picnic is a great time to visit, share your input, and get the latest news. Please bring a salad or dessert to 

share. Also bring cash for the Silent Auction. Little Rock Lake Association T-shirts, hats and dock flags are 

available at the picnic. You may also pay your dues for the 2012-2013 year.     

          –Guy Spence, President  

 

The 4
th

 annual “Take a Day OFF on the Mississippi River,” free event will be August 11, 2012.      

Get re-connected to our natural world by taking part in this day long sampler of free outdoor recreational 

opportunities:  Kids learn to cast and fish from shore, paddle a canoe and travel down the Mississippi, 

experience a high-tech treasure hunt using GPS units, ride a pontoon and watch DNR demonstrate fish survey 

(electro fishing) techniques, test your aim at the laser shooting range, try your hand at archery, see wild animals 

up close, build a birdhouse, find out about the water in our world, see an old time fur trader, play ‘disc 

golf'...and more!  For more information visit  http://www.stearnscountyswcd.net/pages/takeadayoff     

 If the label on this newsletter is addressed to “Current Occupant”, you are not a current member. Please 

complete the following form and forward it with your check, for $25, to the Little Rock Lake Association.         

Your support in dues and time to help clean up our lake is greatly appreciated. 

LRLA Membership (August 2012/July 2013)   $25 -- Payable to LRLA,   P.O. Box 326,  

Rice, MN. 56367 
  Name(s) _____________________________________________________________________________ 
  Cabin Address_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

  Preferred Mailing address__________________________________________________________________________ 

  Phone number_________________________Email_____________________________________________________     

http://www.littlerocklake.org/
http://www.stearnscountyswcd.net/pages/takeadayoff    

